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Welcome back to the 8th issue of the Zimbabwe ECD Voice 2022. What a year! an

eventful and busy year for ZINECDA. We’ve gone through thick and thin, but we’ve

always come out on top. 

With Christmas right around the corner and the year coming to an end, it is a

wonderful time to reflect on what we have accomplished and what we want to

prioritize for the future. Much has been accomplished over the last decade to

improve the quality of Early Childhood Development Education (ECDE) programs. As

we (ZINECDA) continuously celebrate our 10th anniversary, we are reminiscing on

milestones taken advocating for legislation at national and regional level to protect

our early learners from hazardous environments and climatic shocks through

providing evidence-based research upon which to base new policies. In this issue,

ZINECDA reflects on some of the main activities that have been held in the past

couple of months where it participated in many policy advocacy forums to influence

a conducive policy environment for ECD learners in the region. The following, are

snippets of some of the events.
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DEAR READER

NAISON BHUNHU

National Coordinator ZINECDA Twitter: @NaisonBhunhu

http://zinecda.org/


Allocate no less than 5% of national education budgets to ECD and increase

access to quality inclusive universal ECD by 2030 as expected in Sustainable

Development Goal Number 4 Target 2 (SDG4.2)

Government to take ownership of ECD in their countries by strengthening and or

establishing structures and systems for ECD to thrive especially for providing

leadership, infrastructure and training of teachers for this level

Make timely and consistent payments of safety nets and scale to national level

the grant in aid towards basic state funded education

Invest more into domestic financing (tax, use of country’s resources i.e minerals)

to avail state funded education. 

Early Childhood Development Coalitions from Zimbabwe, Malawi, Eswatini, Lesotho,

Zambia and Mozambique held a one-day conference with Members of Parliament

from the SADC Parliamentary Forum that resulted in the legislators calling for the

aadoption and domestication of the draft SADC Protocol on Children and an ECDE

policy framework.

The conference which was held on the 15th of November in Harare, Zimbabwe was

aimed at influencing the oversight role of legislators to monitor the development of

comprehensive, sustainable, and inclusive ECDE policies, legislation and systems by

governments in the SADC Region. The conference resulted in the following

recommendations being adopted:

·

EVENTS
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Develop financing models/tools where SADC countries can learn from

Adopt and domesticate the draft SADC Protocol on Children and ECDE policy

framework

Domesticate the SADC model on public financing management approved in July

2022 in Malawi

EVENTS
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Civil Society Organisations from the SADC Region met with the SADC Social and Human

Development Directorate on the 7th of December in Gaborone, Botswana to review the

SADC Child Protocol and map areas of synergies for 2023 and beyond.

The meeting which was attended by ZINECDA, ECDC Malawi, NECDOL, SAPST, CRNSA and

Childline Botswana conceded that there is need for aligning the SADC Child protocol to

the SADC Regional Indicative Strategic Development Plan (RISDP) process and come up

with collaborative ways of implementing activities.

The collaborative ways it was noted, would be working with UNESCO as the UN

organisation leading on ECDE, both at country and regional level and in the context of

the Tashkent declaration.

The ECDE Coalitions were also advised to explore the amplification of ECDE at nation

state level and informed that the education specialist in the SADC Secretariat should be

linked with the coalitions for continuous support, direction and advice.

This was after it was revealed by the SADC Social and Human Development Directorate

representatives that there is no organised and active child protection structure within

SADC making it difficult to quicken the process and that Governments need to have a

buy in and ownership to the Protocol.

EVENTS
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There is need to strengthen the CRNSA coordinated agenda with attending

organisation to fundraise for collaboration with SADC SHD directorate.

As the protocol process takes longer, the process needs to be incorporated in future

fundraising efforts.

Collaboration with regional and nationally based UNESCO needs to be explored.

SADC SHD unit to be invited to the ECDE Conference in Zambia.

The meeting resulted in the below recommendations and way forward:

EVENTS
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ZINECDA PARTICIPATES IN THE WORLD FORUM FOUNDATION GLOBAL EXPEDITION OF
EARLY CHILDHOOD PROGRAMMES 

ZINECDA on October 31-November 4, 2022 was one of the five countries that participated

in the World Forum Foundation – Together we are painting a brighter world for all

children virtual tour which promoted Zimbabwean culture, tourist attractions and

showcased the evolution of ECD under the theme “Transforming ECD systems in

Zimbabwe.” 

The other participating countries were England, Iran, Malaysia and People of North

America.

ZINECDA introduced the world to Zimbabwe by showing tourism hotspots such as the

Great Zimbabwe, Victoria Falls, Chinhoyi Caves, Vumba Mountains and Game Reserves.

It also showcased the diverse culture that is characteristic of Zimbabwe such as art,

languages, music and tribes.

https://worldforumfoundation.org/


ZINECDA PARTICIPATES IN THE WORLD FORUM FOUNDATION GLOBAL EXPEDITION OF
EARLY CHILDHOOD PROGRAMMES 

A detailed transition of ECD from pasi-chigare (traditional way of learning: folktales,

games) to women emancipation (dambanevana), to the current formalized education

was illustrated.

ECD centers (with one each for urban, rural and peripheral) were captured with children

learning through play. The impact of ECD from the child’s perspective, parent/guardian

perspective, teacher’s perspective, from the community’s perspective and the decision

makers was also shown.

The World Forum Foundation (WFF) was created in 1998 for early childhood

development practitioners around the world to come together, share stories, ideas,

perspectives and create ongoing relationships to improve the life chances of all

children throughout the world by connecting, informing and inspiring the adults who

support their growth and development.

EVENTS
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Child Rights Network for Southern Africa (CRNSA) incorporates ECD in the draft
SADC Protocol 

ZINECDA together with partner organisations implementing the Transnational Networks

Advocacy Capacity Strengthened for improved ECDE Legislation, Policies and Measures

in Southern Africa (TRANAC) engaged the Child Rights Network for Southern Africa

(CRNSA) for an inclusion of an ECD section in the revised SADC Draft Protocol for

children. Pertinent issues such as health and nutrition were also infused in existing

sections within the draft protocol with the consortium recognised as a technical advisor

on ECDE matters.



  Prioritise the ECD education through technical and financial support as it lays the

foundation for all learning and life.

Ensure that education and ECD legislation, policies and guidelines that support

inclusive, accessible and quality pre-primary, primary and secondary education are

formulated.

Provide ECD knowledge generation and sharing services at national and regional

levels.

Provide mechanisms for technical and financial support for continuous school

feeding with a balanced one hot meal per day especially for ECD children.

Article 38 on the Revised Draft SADC Protocol for Children notes that State Parties

shall:

EVENTS
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EVENTS
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The Primary and Secondary Education sector received

ZWL 631 billion (US 973,164,713) with infant education

getting an allocation of ZWL 98.2 billion (US 151, 449,

722) where 93 percent will go towards salaries falling

short of President Mnangagwa’s declaration of

meeting the 20% international standards for domestic

investment in education.

Addressing delegates at the Post Budget Analysis held

on the 30th of November 2022, Parliament of

Zimbabwe Director Budget Office Mr Pepukai Chivore

said despite the infant’s budget being equivalent to

16% of the MoPSE budget, it was not indicative of

President Mnangagwa’s commitment to universal, free

and compulsory education.

During the Global Partnership for Education Summit,

President Mnangagwa stated that additional funding is

required towards addressing school infrastructure

development that includes provision of water,

sanitation and hygiene.

“Access to ECD is still limited because of shortages of

trained teachers and learning spaces 73.58 % of ECD

teachers are trained.The lack of ECD classrooms,

accounts for about 46 percent of the country’s

classroom deficit. This includes age appropriate toilets,

water, and outdoor play equipment,” said Mr Chivore.

2023 POST BUDGET ANALYSIS MEETING REVEALS
FUNDING GAP FOR ECDE

Finalisation of the School Financing

Policy by the Ministry of Primary and

Secondary Education.

Setting up of a fund to finance

education- ring-fencing the reinstated

0.5% VAT (approx. 25.5 billion) towards

financing basic education by the

Ministry of Finance and Economic

Development.

Strengthen the institutional

coordination and harmonisation of all

national education funding sources

particularly BEAM and other budget

allocations under the free basic

education to improve efficiency, reduce

overlaps and enhance cost

effectiveness of the two programmes.

There is also need to audit the BEAM

beneficiaries with a view to weed out

undeserving beneficiaries

Improving enrolment rates by procuring

resources for infrastructure, teaching

and Learning materials for infant

learners so as to make the schooling

environment safe and enjoyable for the

kids.

BELOW ARE THE RECOMMENDATIONS
MADE TO THE 2023 POST BUDGET
ANALYSIS
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2023 POST BUDGET ANALYSIS MEETING REVEALS
FUNDING GAP FOR ECDE

Decentralization of MoPSE procurement

processes and systems for timely

disbursements and monitoring.

BELOW ARE THE RECOMMENDATIONS
MADE TO THE 2023 POST BUDGET
ANALYSIS

ZINECDA ATTENDS THE 42ND SADC HEADS OF STATE SUMMIT SIDE EVENT IN DRC

ZINECDA attended the Southern African Development Community (SADC) Heads of State and

Governments Summit side event held on the 17th to 18th of August 2022 in the Democratic Republic

of Congo (DRC), Kinshasa to lobby and advocate for the inclusion of ECD onto the SADC agenda.

The TRANAC consortium was represented by civil society coalitions from five countries (Zimbabwe,

Lesotho, Zambia, Malawi, and Mozambique), who managed to convince other civil society

organizations to prioritize ECD issues for inclusion on the SADC agenda. A position paper with

different issues from different thematic areas was put together. The five thematic areas included

the Youth, Gender justice and women's rights, Democracy, human rights and governance,

Economic justice and inequality, and Natural resource governance and climate justice. The Youth

and ECD Thematic submitted a Youth Communique and a Youth Declaration that called for the

inclusion of ECD in the Education and Training Protocol for it to be a critical part of the Regional

Indicative Strategic Development Plan (RISDP).

https://www.africaeducationhub.org/handle/hesa/65
https://www.africaeducationhub.org/handle/hesa/64
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ZINECDA ATTENDS THE 42ND SADC HEADS OF STATE SUMMIT SIDE EVENT IN DRC

The RISDP, they submitted is silent on ECDE and inclusive education which are the foundation or the

cornerstone for quality, equitable, lifelong learning for all. 

ZINECDA ATTENDS THE SADC MINISTERS CONFERENCE IN LILONGWE MALAWI FROM 14-
17TH JUNE 2022

zINECDA in partnership with other Civil Society

Organizations (CSOs) attended the SADC Ministers of

Education and Training and Science Technology and

Innovation Conference in Malawi where they

submitted a position paper calling for the inclusion of

ECDE and inclusive education in the SADC Education

and Training Protocol among other asks. The position

paper was building upon global commitments on

education which set out a universal rights-based

agenda for a new social contract for education

around lifelong learning for all through all strands of

education. During the conference, five areas aligned

to the Education Ministers adopted agenda were

agreed upon by the civil society namely teacher

education, education financing, digital technology,

care and support and ECD infused into the revision of

the Education and Training Protocol. 

Among other observations

submitted underscored the fact that

Early Child Development and

Education (ECDE) is a human right in

addition to being an enabling right

and positively contributes to adult

outcomes such as educational

attainment, health, work productivity,

and incomes.
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ZINECDA@10: ZINECDA NATIONAL COORDINATOR NAISON BHUNHU REFLECTS ON THE
10-YEAR JOURNEY

In commemorating ZINECDA’S decade in championing policy advocacy, the network

conducted a series of interviews with its Provincial Chapter members to reflect, review and

popularise the great work done by its membership across the country. For this quarter, we

are delighted to have interviewed Naison Bhunhu ZINECDA National Coordinator. Watch

on ZINECDA Facebook Page for the full interview.

ZINECDA PARTNER MEMBER: LOVING HAND

Loving Hand is a registered non-profit, non-

governmental organization (NGO) and a

community-based organization formed in

1998 to respond to HIV/AIDS crisis in

Zimbabwe. The organization currently

operates in Bulawayo province, Zimbabwe ‘s

second largest city. The escalating number of

patients and orphans in need of clinical care,

psychosocial support and nutritional

assistance motivated the organization

formation. 

To be leading Home-Based Care and

Childcare Service provider in Zimbabwe.

VISION

MISSION

To improve the quality of life of those

infected and affected by HIV/AIDS,

hunger, poverty and conflict through

provision of community Home Based

Care, OVC support Income

generation and Supplementary

feeding.

CORE VALUES

Accountability, Trustworthy, Integrity,

Transparency.

               
Our first interaction with children started way back in
2006 when their parents die in HIV/AIDS related illness. 

https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1197373814226433&ref=sharing
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ZINECDA PARTNER MEMBER: LOVING HAND

Clear strategies are put in place to make sure that children are kept safe from harm.

 Ensuring that there is a named child protection person/officer with clearly defined roles and

responsibilities taking into account local circumstances and cultures when dealing with children’s

issues.

Community volunteers trained by Loving Hand to
provide care and support to People living with HIV/AIDS
in Luveve District.

Bulawayo city council nurses participating in
the immunization program of children during
the Integrated Mobile Clinic organized by
Loving Hand in St Peters village, Khami District

OUR CHILD POLICY INTENDS THAT:



CELEBRATING A DECADE OF CHAMPIONING ECD @zinecda

ZIM ECD PUBLICATION / PAGE 13

The Southern Africa Network for Early Childhood Development (SANECD) in partnership with

the Africa Early Childhood Network (AfECN), will be convening a conference early 2023 (first

week of March) for groups representing children, Government leaders, CSOs, Academia,

Funders and ECD sector partners in February. Running under the theme “Partnerships for

Advancing Early Childhood Development in Southern Africa: From Policy to Action, the

conference will provide a platform for discussing regional ECD challenges and successes,

learning from countries, knowledge sharing and an opportunity for ECD networking to occur at

a sub-regional level. 

UPCOMING EVENTS

EARLY CHILDHOOD DEVELOPMENT CONFERENCE IN ZAMBIA

 SCHOOL READINESS INITIATIVE (SRI) PARTNER WORKSHOP ON SYSTEMIC CHANGE IN
SOUTH AFRICA, JOHANNESBURG 

ZINECDA will on January 23-25, 2023 take part into the SRI strategic engagement meeting on

regional perspective (SADC) through sharing lessons, experience and opportunities. The

strategic meeting will also result in International perspective (Tashkent Declaration): key

triggers and our response, country presentations on the status and plans plus and working

groups per country develop an action plan for 2023/2025/2030.

UPCOMING EVENTS



Elizabeth Milovidov’s Parenting in the Digital Era is an introduction to the internet, new digital

technologies and social media to families around the world on how parents can support their

children to use devices responsibly and find quality content online. Digital parenting involves

looking at screen content and on the other maintaining a healthy balance between digital

activities and real-life activities such as reading traditional books, exercising sport or enjoying

nature together as a family.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

PARENTING IN THE DIGITAL ERA

info@zinecda.org

www.zinecda.org

@zinecda

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY
HOLIDAYS!  

https://rm.coe.int/publication-parenting-in-the-digital-age-2020-eng/1680a0855a

